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The Year in Review: 

Actions and Activities of the RGMC in 2005

We supported the following:  

· maintaining the 810/910 traffic rule which links development on Pine Island to traffic volume on Pine Island Road.    
· Water Rule proposal put forth by the Conservancy of SW Florida and developed in collaboration with the affected stakeholders in order to improve water treatment and increase BMP options.
· acquisition efforts for Babcock Ranch in its entirety.
· Strengthening of the Bonita Springs comprehensive plan criteria for the new Urban Fringe designation.
· The successful lawsuit filed by Andrew Eller’s and PEER’s Quality Data Challenge.  The USFWS has since released a statement that Eller’s claims were valid, and has reinstated Eller to the USFWS.
We provided public input at: 
· the Growth Management Committee of the Florida House of Representatives public hearing held at FGCU in February.  The RGMC expressed concerns about the new growth management legislation at this meeting.  

· The live broadcast of the WGCU Growth Management Forum on April 27, 2005.
· Earth Day celebrations with the Sierra Club at Koreshan and at FGCU.
We spoke in opposition to the following:

· Harbour Pointe at South Seas Resort request to develop several acres of mangroves. The hearing examiner recommended denial of the request which will be considered by the County Commissioners in 2006.
· the rezoning of Hideaway Cove, formerly called the Estero 60, resulting in a decrease in the density from what has been requested.
· Rezoning request near 6-mile Cypress Slough Preserve.  The builder agreed to reduce the height as a result.
· County Road 951 Project:  RGMC supports the “NO BUILD” option.
· Colonial Boulevard Express Lane Elevation. RGMC opposed this plan and provided alternatives.
· Agricultural and Economic Bill, which failed to pass this year.
We said good-bye to:

· Founding members Edie Slayton and Donna Buhl both of whom passed away. 
· Matt Bixler, Environmental Policy Specialist for the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, who moved back to his home state of Pennsylvania this past fall.  
On the horizon: 

· The EAR and Comprehensive Plan Provisions, and continued monitoring of DR/GR issues.
· Smart Growth Initiatives

· Babcock Ranch 

· Transportation and affordable housing issues

· The County’s new and unspecified “alternative” traffic concurrency proposal

· The Fountains DRI
· “Ginn” proposal for housing development in the DR/GR just east of FGCU.
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